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27 Proverbs 5, 6. 
Open rebuke 1s better than ſecret Jove. 


Faithful are the wounds of a friend ; but 
the kiſſes of an enemy are deceitful. 


@ Elf-Love is {o natural to us, that 
@ as it makes us apt to flatrer our 
ſelves on all occaſions, fo it in- 
clines us to accept roo eaſily of 
the flatteries of all others ; even 
thoſe flatteries which Decency 
makes us turn away from, and ſeem to diſlike, 
are hearknea to by us: We open our Ears 
to them; we Jay them up in our Memory, 
and do often pleaſe our ſelves with vain Re- 
fleftions on them. But we are fo little ac- 
cuſtomed to find fault with our ſelves, or to 
reflect on our Errors and Follies, that when 
Thoughts of that kind break in upon us, we 
fy from them; we impure them to Vapours, 
to Fits of the Spleen and Melancholly. Our un- 
willingneſs ro know our own Faults, or to be 
humbled under the ſenſe of them, makes us un- 
caly when any venture onthe moſt charitable,bur 
A} often 
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often the moſt unacceprable Act of Friendſhip, 
the telling us of our hos It ic is poſſible, 
we will either deny -or extenuate them : or if 
Senſe and good Breeding makes us civil to ſuch. 
Friends, -yer- we will feel! a Sharpneſs ariſe, we 
will Love them che leſs for it; and if we can, 
we will be ready- ro revenge our ſelves by re- 
turning \forne Admonitions to them ; perhaps 
not without ſome Acrimony of Look or Stile, 
All: this. arifes from che partiality and injuſtice 
with: which - we treat our ſelves, which muſt 
incline us to love others the better, who treat-us 
in. the ſame manner. | 

Bur as long as we have Faults, it is very fic 
that-we be made acquainted with them : And 
{nce we are too much blinded in our own 
favour, it is a great Happinels to fall into the 
hands of ſuch Friends as will not ſpare us : 
Ic is better that we ſhould hear of them even 
from Enemies, than to be kept in an Ignorance 
that muſt ' be fatal. There are few -in the 
World who do-not commend Friendſhip as the 
chiet Happineis of Lite, and are not ready to 
run:out upon the advantages of having found 
a true and. faichtul Friend ; and yer even thoſe 
whoare very copious upon ſo common a Theme, 
danot much care for the beſt Offices of Fricnd- 


flup. 


No 
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_ No:man«can perform this A& of Friendſhip, 
without :ſoame- force: put upon himſelf ; unleſs 
there is a great mixture of Roughneſs and Su- 
perciliouſneſs in his Temper. Few love to 
touch a tender part, or to grieve a perſon who 
is. dear to them. Therefore: the harder it is to 
reprove another, it ought to be the more valued, 
and the better received. Carefſes and Congra- 
tulations paſs eaſily among Friends: Theſe are 
the common and natural Vents of Friendfhip. |. 
Reproots and Admonitions go againſt the grain; 
therefore: Friends ought to encourage them , 
let: their Friends know, that they expect them, 
and by the: good Entertainment thar they give 
the. fuſt  Eflays made of 'this: kind, to ſecure 
themſelves of a- continuance of the like Free- 
dom.;.. 4214, | 

Solomon underſtood well the happineſs. of ha- 
ving ar ancient, and as it were a hereditary 
Friend made ſure of'; therefore he ſays a little 
afcer the-words-of my Text, Thine own Friend, Ver. 10. 
and thy Father's Friend, forſake not. And in the 
words I have read, he ſets out the beſt uſe and 
effect of -Friendſhip. In the preceding words. 
he had ſct>our the Miſchiefs that may ariſe from 
Wratb:and Anger, which are cruel and outragious : 
To which he adds, Bat who can ſtand before En- 
vy ? Wrath and Anger are commonly pro- 

voked 
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voked by ill uſage, or injury ; fo Innocence 
may prote& a man from them: Bur Envy is 
an ill-natur'd paſſion, that is railed without any 
provocation, The Vertucs, or the Reputation, 
the Proſperiry and Happineſs of others, ſet men 
on to detract from their Fame, or undermine 
their Happineſs, without any proſpect of ad- 
vantage to themſelves. Men therefore whoſe 
Qualities, as well as their Condition, expoſe 
them to Envy, though they mult expect their 
ſhare in it, yet are by my Text directed to 
the beſt Methods to prevent. the advantages 
that Spiteful men may take ; for if their Friends 
are before-hand wich their Enemies in their 
Reproofs, and if they thergſelves are ſo wiſe-as 
_ corrected by their means, then envious 
Men will not find much matter to work on, 
Their Friends ſee their Faults while they are yer 


ſecrer,, before they break out into open obſer- ' 


vation; ſo by the kind ſeverity of their rebukes, 
they fave them that ſhame, - which the: difcove- 
ries that Envy will ſoon,make, may bring upon 
them. 


.; Open rebuke is better than, ſecret love. | A 


Friendſhip that carries'a man'to rebuke: another 
plainly and; roundly , . with' a due meaſure :of 


everity,. is i better then ſecret Love z that's, a 
fond, tender, and indulgeat, Lpve, that.\may 


be 
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be ſincere and deep, bur is ſo blind and feeble, 

as either not to ſee Faults in their Friends ; or if 

they ſee any, not to be able to difturb their 

Quiet by ſeaſonable Reproots. © Another ſenſe 

is given to thele words ; Open, that is, publick 

rebuke, is better than fecret love ; that is, rebuke 

in ſecret, Some can bear Reproofs in ſecret, 

bur are not the better for them; therefore in 

ſuch Caſes, though we ought always to begin 

our Admonitions in private, according to our 185,Matth, 
Saviour's Rule ; yet when theſe do not prevail, Is, 
we ought to rebuke before all, that if the Offen+ : Tim.g.20., 
der is not reclaimed by it, yet that others may 

fear. This is chiefly to take place when mens 

fins are ſo publick, that they go before to judgment, ,, Verſe, 
and do as it were extort it. Such wounds, when 

given by a friend with a good delign, and in a 

.proper method, are faithful, rhat is, they are 

lincere, they are proofs of his Fidelity to the 

Ties of Friendſhip, they will alſo attain their 

'End ; and as the Inciſtons of a Skilfal Surgeon 

are faithful, and do quickly heal again, ſo ſuch 

Rebukes will have a good effect. Others ren- 

der the word, Beautiful ; there is nothing more 

amiable in True Friendſhip, than fo exact and 

juſt a Freedom, as makes a man neither to 
overlook nor to neglect the Faults of his Friend. 


On the other hand , the Kiſſes or Careſles of 
B 
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an Enemy, who covers his Hatred with the Shews 
of Friendſhip, and with a diſſembled Behaviour, 
who kifles on delign to betray, as Judas did his 
Maſter ; Theſe are deceitful ; they are falſe in 
them ; they flatter perſons to their faces, for 
thoſe very Faults for which they will cenſure 
them ſeverely in Corners : they are alſo deceitful, 
while they fee people commit Faults which they 
hope will be their ruin ; and yet leſt they 
ſhould find that our, and prevent cheir ruin 
by ſeaſonable Correction, they ſtudy to humour 
them in them, that they may become Incorri- 
gible, and be Infallibly ruined by them. Bur 
the word may be allo rendred frequent and ear- 
neſt, or hard and preſſing , as well as deceitful, 
The ſenſe will then be, che Kiſſes or Careſles of 
an Enemy will be redoubled ; they will be offi- 
cious in them both in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon. 
Flatterers, when they perceive that their baſe 
Obſequiouſnels is acceptable, they foliow cloſe 
upon char Scent; they are Afſiduous and Abject 
in it. And whereas Friends are cautious, and 
muſt wait fir Opportunities to reprove, Flatter- 
ers find Accels at all crimes, .and are ever Ap- 
plauding every thing that 1s either ſaid or done 
by him, whom they hope either to ſubdue or 
run by their mean Compliances. Nor is it 
ealy to ſhake cif that ſervile Crew ; their kiſſes 

are 
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are hard, they ſtrike againſt a weak part; few 
Men are wile enough to find them out, or 
ſtrong enough to re{ilt them. Some are fo 
courſe in their Flatteries, that they muſt quick- 
ly be nauſcated ; but Men of Deſign , who 
have the Art to ſeaſon their Flattery, to hit 
righc in it, and are dextrous in the Methods 
of offering it, are often too hard for Men, who 
in all other relpe&s may be very valuable, but 
in this only do really Icilen chemlelves, by ſuf- 
fering others ro magnify them roo much. 

Thus I have opened the various Rendrings 
of the Words of my Text ; all amount to the 
ſame ſenſe in general, That we do then exprels 
our Friendſhip in the beſt manner, when we do 
plainly and openly Reprove our Friends for 
their Faults, which will be much more uſeful 
to them than any Fondneſs, how deep or.ten- 
der {oever, when it. makes us exceſſively Indul- 

ent to them. Such Reproots may be as 
Wounds, and give a very painful Uneaſineſs : 
bur even thar will be Medicinal ; it will bring 
our Faults into View, and into our Remem- 
brance ; when we ſee that others obſerve us, it 
will bring us into a habit of looking more 
carcfully ro our ſelves, and of oblerving all 
our Words and Actions with due Attention : 
Whereas on the orcher hand , Enemies, who 
B 2 have 
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have no other Regards bur for their own Fnds, 
or perhaps for our Ruin, they will by frequent 
Flatteries, well timed, and skilfully infuſed, ſo 
corrupt our Minds , that as they will render us 
more uneaſy to the Rebukes. of our true and 
faithful Friends, ſo they will feed our Self-love 
to fuch a height, chat we ſhall be thereby expoſed 
ro Errors that may end very fatally, and make 
us periſh unpiried, as well as live inexcuſable. 
The Words thus opened, do lead us to exa- 
mine our Obligations to this Duty of Re- 
proving others: That will be ſoon ſetled, if 
we do conſider the Zeal that we owe to God 
and to his Honour. Tf the zeal of his houſe 
does as it were eat us np, then the reproaches of 
thoſe who do as it were attack and defy him, 
will fall on us. We will feel a lively concern in 
us for the Honour of Religion ; and when we 
fee it diſhonoured, we will interpole, if it were 
but to expreſs a juſt Indignation ac Impiety 
and Vice. If we have any regard to the Con- 
ceras of other Men, whether with reſpect to 
this Life, or to the next; and more particu- 


trly if we are under ſtri&t Ties-of Kindred, 


Friendſhip, or any other Relation to them ; ' 


but chiefly if we watch over their Souls, and 
muſt give an account of chem ; then certainly 


19 Lev. 17, we will not {o far hate our brother im our heart, 


as 
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as to ſuffer fm upon him, but will in one way or 
another reprove him , leſt by ſuch a vicious fee- 
bleneſs we bring his blood on our own head ; that 
1s, entitle our ſelves to a ſhare in the Judg- 
ments that thoſe Sins which we connived at 
may bring down both on him and on us. 

Eli; had a large ſhare of Puniſhment for his 
Remilſneſs to his Sons: We have Sins enough 
of our own, we need not therefore take an 
additional Load of partaking in other mens ſins ; 
and indeed, if we deſire to heep our ſelves pure, 
and to maintain in our Minds a juſt abhorrence 
of Sin, we ought never to contract ſo eaſy 
a neighbourhood and familiarity with it, even 
In others, as to ler it paſs without feeling an in- 
dignation at it, and expreſling that in the pro- 
perelt methods we can fall on. We owe it to 
the Society we live in, and to the next Genera- 
tion that is growing up before us, to take care 
that Sins, eſpecially open ones, and ſuch as are apt 
to ſpread and infect others, ſhould beeither repreſ- 
ſed by ſecret Reproots, or the Sinners be brought 
to open Shame and Puniſhment, th: iLich as lee 
the one, may likewiſe ſee or hear or tae ©:71er. 

It Sins grow National, and are avowedly 
practiſed withour Shame or Cueck , rocy will 
probably be pur to the account of the whole 
Nation, and fo they may draw. down Natio- 
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nal Judgments, from which we have no reaſon to 
EXPECT an Exemprion, it we do not except our 
felves, by doing our duty in order to their cor- 
rection : Bur when that is done, we ny expect 
a diſtinction, even in a common Calamity ; or 
ar leaſt we ſhall have this comfort, even if we are 
overwhelm'd in it, that we were not wanting in 
our Endeavours to ſtave ir off, by putting a ſtop 
ro thole Sins that brought it on. 

_ Twill dwell no longer on this;- for how little 
ſoever ſome may like Reproot, as generally 
thoſe who need it moſt, like it leaſt ; yer all 
will agree in the _ That it is abſolutely 
neccllary for the preſerving the Order and Peace 
of Society, that there ſhould be both Repro- 
vers to admoniſh, and Magiſtrates to puniſh 
Offenders. Ir is therefore more neceſlary to 
ſhew how this oughr to be managed to the beſt 
advantage, and with the moſt probable hopes 
of ſuccceding in It. 

The firſt and molt neceſſary Rule, is that gi- 
ven by our Saviour, That no man ſhould offer 
tO reprove another, who is eminently and no- 
rorioully faulty himlſeli z he who having a beam 
before bis eye, does not remove'thar, but goes 
abontto take a ſmall cop of wood out of bis Netghe 
bour's eye, aoes ju Iitiy lay himlelt open, : :ccording 
tO OUr Saviour's w Rr co the Impuration of by- 
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pocriſy. The averſion that is in every man to the 
being ſubject to the Corrections of others, will 
then riſe up into a juſt Indignation, when he finds 
that he is thus ſer on, by a man who is known to 
be more guilcy chan himſelf. Ir is an impudent 
thing to make thar pals for a crime in another, 
which we know we are practiſing every day our 
ſelves. Nor is it enough to authorize a man tobe 
a Monitor,that he does no: offend jaſt in thar forr 
and manner {or which he blames others. He mult 
be a man of Integricy in all reſpects; Education, 
Age, Habits, and the different Circumſtances of 
Lite, may maxe a great diverli:y with relacion to 
particu}zr Sins; yerboch Virtue and Vice are com- 
licated Things; and it a man is in ſome parts 
of his Lite irreg/:r, elpecially if he lives in thoſe 
Sins thar carry a Train along with them, his Re- 
proofs cannot have a great Effect. Let a man be 
ever fo ſober and temperate, yer if he is falſe 
and Geceitin], it he is unjuſt and ſpiteful, thoſe 
things wh.ch require Thought and Study, and in 
which }/ien do puriue a detign, and where the 
are not convinccd of their Faults, nor redreſs 
nc by rol or:ag or repairing that in which chey 
have vron:... oiners z all ths man's Reproots 
wii be thi. n of, as ſoon 35 ic is known how 
Cratcy of. ,C nets: they wiil be reckon'd among 
the Ari; of Hypocrily, by waich he Rudics co 
Gain 
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gain ſome Credit and Anthority, that it may 
help him to go on in his other wicked PraCti- 
ces, and may at leaſt keep him long from be- 
ing ſuſpeRed of them, or diſcovered in them ; 
tor a man who paſles for a grave Admoniſher 
of others, ſeems to be thereby covered from all 
black Imputations. I am afraid ſome Diſcq- 
veries of this ſort that have been made, may 
have brought a . Scandal upon all Preten- 
ders to Religion : For as there 1s no Principle 
nor Party in Religion that can ſupport Men in 
thoſe deceitful Practices ; fo no man 1s guilty 
of them, but he himſelf knows it, he goes in- 
to them with Deliberation and Study, and he 
lives in them ſtill, till by as full a refticution as 
he can poſlibly make, he has compleated his 
Repenting of them. After all, it is not enough 
ro qualify a man to rebule with authority, that he 
cannot be charged with as bad things as thoſe 
are for which he blames others; he muſt ſhine 
as a light in the world ; there rauſt be ſomething 


Eminent and Exemplary in his whole Deport- 


ment. His Candorand Integrity,his Humility and 


Meekneſs, his Modeſty and Charity, mult be {o 
conſpicuous, that his light may thereby ſhine before 
others ; and then he may more realonably hope, 
that ochers may be wrought on both by his Ex- 
ample and Influence to glorify bis Father which is 


41 Heaven.  Ano- 
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Ga Rule tro be obſerved: in Reproving 
is, to do it in ſuch a manner, that '1t:may. ap» 
pear we are their Friends. whom We reprove, 
and that we Correct:them-tor their own-Good, 
Same by. indulging tov! much-ro_ a ſharp: and 
morole Temper, reprove .with an acrimony 
and hear, that is hiker ro-provoke than. to gain 
upon. any : We ought to reprove #n kindneſs *( for Þf, rr. x. 
fa-ithe wordsef: the Plalm may. be. rendred:) 
and; then thoſe ſmitings will be as. an vxcelle}w 
od - that will . not break. their heads whorr we: tea 
prove. . The'tenderneſs we expreſs wilt enforce: 
our Admonitions, and -it will raife the - ſpirirs vf 
thoſe,, whom Gee Reproots might ocherwiſetHlc- 
preſs roo much: As therefore we. oughr;: 
when we. begin to deal with; an _ arr. chis wal 
to addrefs our: Reproots in the. tofteſt :manner 
poſſible, /and; ſhew while we: Reprove: others, 
a-readingſs: 1n;'our felves: ro ſubmit! rocchb like! 
Reproofs' from-chem:y:.fo we oughrro warch-all- 
occaſtons)in which ir-may be in” oarpowerito:. 
do;a&ts of. kindnefs'to them 5: thathaving by” 
this means got ſome incereft.m then np 
we may have thereby the more credit with them. : 
W's :oughtita; berready to ownflowintr we'dur 
ſelves may: -have vbeen,2mm/:odicr parcs bf ibuy- 
life :t6; thoſe. ,very faultsfor! which 1 wetblame! 
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fir. times. 5 and: it the likelieſt way to coco; in 
private,:Or.inc.a_ Letter ; thus| to make our ap- 
proaches in-rhe propereft manner, that ſo we 
may .conquer and. gam him whom we take to 
task :and we-mult be ſure to join with the Se- 
verity that may be necellary, ſuch mollifying 
ſtrokes. as may ſecure to us a ready acceſs F 
.-: the future, if there is occaſion to return again 
ro'the like Admonitions ; but. then. tho we muſt 
eſe! in;-the. {everities of our ſtile, yer we ought 
neyer to: fink in. the. expreſſions. of . our affection, 
as long as we bave any hopes of iutdceding:' in 
the way of private Admonition. 
-»But: the moſt comprehenine Rule: m the ma- 
nt:of:Reproofs, is: to/order ther” with 
(creriod and prudence ; otherwiſe. all»we can 
that way will have no- effect; we will pals 
erhet op hypoctirical, miorole, kuperciliois, Or 


faritaflicab) Men. ! This 16: A thing of -grear.exx-. 


rent;| and may -be- fo much Si Ghed, that-it 
wil-nor be:caly:to bring it;all 'under clear'and 


certain Rules; wy fome ow oF! the | more : obvi- 


QUs- are-to-be confadired. 
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-Birft; With: dh to hy inks fol which 
wedind fault, with others, they oughr-ro:be of 


ſome Inportance »- In-trifles it is :not worth the 
while £Ji\veprove; "I ſtand roo nicely upon 
2 {mall 
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ſmall matters, .may give others ſuch' a' mean 
opinion of our Underſtanding, that our Ad- 
monitions on . greater occaſions -will- make no 
impreſſion, becauſe they have been often applied 
co! fuch inconſiderable things. 'The inlifting 
roo much on a -peculiar Cur of the Hair, as 
was'too common in” the laſt Age, or on 
Modes of Dreſs, is a fure way to bring our Re- 
proofs into ſuch Contempt, that all we-can of- 
ter at, will look'like' Aﬀectation ' or * Singula- 
tity. .. We w not to lay too mitch weighe 
on.'{mall or difputable things, but-ſhould 'pro- 
portion our Zeal to the importance ' of the 
Martcers we are.concerned for. 'We ought alſo | 
to have. ſome good reaſon to believe Men to'be 
guilty. of thoſe things for-which-we deal roundly 
with-them. - It is hard enough to ſubmit'to Re> 
proof even when Men know that they do de- 
ſerveiir, but if they know they®are' Innocent, 
they will very! naturally juſtify themſelves, they 
will accuſe their Reprovers as 'Crediilbus' and 
Uncharicable, and will not fail to'put themiin 
mind art another time when reproved, though 
they know themſelves guilty , how' that upon 
another occaſion they" were unjuſtly ſuſpe&ed 
and: blamed ; therefore when we do Reprove, 
we ought to make juſt allowances'for the falfe 
Reports. that . go in-the'World; 'and 'be ready 
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' both to he diſabuſed- by: them, or ar leaſt to 


make all rhe juſt abarements that in reaſon can 
be ſuppoſed, and be ready rather to leſſen than 
ro aggravate the Offence. | 

Anather meaſure of Diſcretion is with rela- 
tion to; the Perſons.to- whom we may addreſs our 
Reproots ; generally ſpeaking, Junior or Infe- 
rior Perſons ought not to Reprove thoſe who 
are above them in Age and Rank; yet ſome Ex- 
ceptiqns muft be made even'to this, for Old Men 
are not _always,; Wiſe. ., Our Saviour. after /he had 
given the Rule which I named farſtof all,of Cor- 
recting our own greater faults before we preſume 
to .blame- others for lefler ones,. adds another 
that. will require great, attention; Give.not.. that 
which is. holy, unto the dogs; neithes'« caſt. ye your 
pearls .before.' ſwine, leſt they trample them under 
their . feet , and .turn again and rend you. Some - 
Men are; of. ſo-, boiſterous and infolent a Tem- 
per, thatiwe,can have no reaſon; to believe the 
will be the berier for Reprook, or that. they are 
capable of, bearing ir. They will probably 
turn.-upon us, with fury, and ask us, Whar 
right we have to tell them of their Faults : 
Perbaps to revenge. themſelves, they will treat 
us . opprobriouſ]y and charge ns. falſely with 
groſs taults for no other reaſon, but becauſe we 
have offered ſome charitable Reproofs to them : 
TY Thele 
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'Theſe are the Perſons meant by our Saviour un- 
der. che Figure of dogs, who' will turn upon us 
and rend us, by. all the injuries they can think 
on.-* Others are as Swine ſo brutal and impu- 
deht, ſo depraved and ſtupid, that they deſpiſe 
all” that can be laid before them. -Wher it ap- 
pears that onr Admonitions are like either to 
have no effect ar all, or to have bad ones, we 
may reckon that: we are.not under:the common, 
Obligations of Reproving, if there. are no pro- . 
babilizies of our ſucceeding in them. 

Another meaſure of Diſcretion to be uſed in 
Reproving, 1s to chuſe the time of doing it as 
nicely as wecan; - but even in this, caution muſt 
be uſed : ' Commonly ſpeaking, Afflictions 
bring Men into a temper fit for: being the better 
for Admonition'; but ſome may fink ſo much 
under their burthen, that ir may be too ſevere 
to lay more load-upon them. In ſickneſs, as 
the danger may be greater, '{o the Obligation 
is more indiſpenſable: But in all thoſe cales.it 
wall be neceſſary to uſe a due mixture of Skill; 
as well as Fidelity, that we may not add afiiftion 
to the affifted, more than is abſolutely neceſſary 
both. for the good of thofe concerned, and/ for 
the diſcharge of: 'our 'own Conſciences. A 
prudent method in addreſſing Reproof, we ſee 
1n Nathan, who though he acted upon an im- 
mediate 


— 
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mediate Commiſſion from God, yet introduced 
that fevere Meſſage he had -to David by a Pas 
rable, which engaged him. before he ſaw into 
the: Prophet's delign , tro pronounce his own 
Condemnation.: A Man may furniſh himſelf 
with. many Stories of «what paſles. daily in the 
World, by the telling of which he may prepare 


2 Perſon to bear with his freedom : In ſome 


' of thoſe Stories 'a guilty Perſon may find both 


his ;faults and the conſequences .of them. {o 
plainly ſer forth; that if he .does not feel. that; 
he would' not feel, or atleaſt. he would not 
bear a cloſer application. 

{But the: laſt:iand chief: Rule: in managing 
Reptoof, is to-order-it ſo, :that-ir may not pals 
barely as a-finding fault wich another upba ſome 
general,and:ipopular Notions, which wall have 
no great operation, ibut that it may carry with 
it ſo full a-Conviction, that he who is:Repra-+ 
ved. may fee: that \there.is -great and-jult caules 
for ſuch Admonitions.” :L; thall in: this deſcend 
to Inſtances of two forts, which relate to ſome 
of thoſe things, the Correcting of which is 
chiefly .defigned by thele:Socteties. . © i x 

..*When we-Reprove.ainy for catring into; that 
lewd commerceoof forbidden pleaſure, at which 


the corruption. of Youth does commonly be- 


gin ; we :ought to et them :ſee,-.that if ;chey 


break 
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break chrough'the meafures of - Modeſty, their 
Appetites will grow more and more' violent 
and unruly. Theſe will be for ſome time re- 
fiſted by the checks of Conſcience ; bur when 
by. ill practices often repeated, thoſe are blunted, 
and young, Men 'ftee themſelves from ſtricter 
Rules, chis will involve” them''in il deſigns, 
theſe will draw them 'into much lying, and 
many baſe methods to ſupport the expence of a; 
vitious courſe of life. They will become' floch- 
ful in all cheir Aﬀairs, and thus their care and in- 
duſtry being once ſlackned, they have no tea- 
ſon to hope'thar they can ſicceed i in their buſt- 
neſs, 'as they carrhave-none to expect a Bleiſitig 
from God: upon their endeavorirs. Nor 'can 
they (golong vr far iti thoſe tinkaWfiil pleaſures, 
but they will be diſcovered, 'and by char they 
mult ſuffer much in their Repurarion for 
though' Men | may- take: too tuch pleaſure in 
lewd Company, yet few-care to deal with ſuch 
Perſons, - or pur any confidence in them. And 
this is all evident; befides-the ill effects that ſuch 
2. courſe of life may have on their Perſons and 
Families ; -for-'if 'the Banks of Modeſty ire 
once .cut- through, they are ''ſeldorn made ip 
again 3 fuch 4 courſe "of life rewaſt: (range! 
agitate the Mind between the violence of wth 
an, amd the fear:of 4diſcovery : This muſt ler 
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in ſuch a - black. main of- baſe and' curled 
thoughts upon a. Man's. Mind, and muſt: fer. 
him at ſuch a diſtance from God and all Reli- 
gious Exerciſes, that "the. ſetting. this! in a rrue 
light before one, with ſuch ſtories-as .mayi be 
calily pickd up-to confirm from daily expert- 
ence-what is thus to be. ſet our ;''all this, L fay, 
may through the Bleſſing of God, make E! deep 
Impreſſion, and raiſe ſtedfaſt | Reſolutions of 
keeping this Sin/at the greateſt diſtance, by nor 
entring into thoſe liberties, into that 'converla- 
tion, and into choſe nearneſles to 1c, which 
may be faral, and muſt certainly; be fo, where! 
Nacure.1s lo frong. on..the fide; of + -Sity, har. fo 
ought not to.be.roo'much-truſted;to.nD 11 
Anogherijnſtance of managing; Reproofs ſhall 

be given in the Sin of Sweating. | Itis a com- 
mon, bur a very unbecoming anſ{wer.,! when 
Men, arc, told., of their. Swearing ,: >: == For: 
Par don, 1 did not. think. ont;: "As it:the Offence: 
were againſt a. Mortal like; qur, ſelves: and -not. 
againſk the Sovereign, Lord of Heaven and 
Earth : ,Much , as it 3 Subordinate Magiſtrate: 
finding fault for a; hjgh ,Offence,/'commitred! 
again(t the King, ould bt. 10. anſwered, »>AdasÞ 
how ſmall is: che Offence cammitced' againft ins. 
in compariſon of thei.diſhonour done to God! 
And, 1t aggravaces.. the IF vhen: a:Mamas fo: 
habi- 


A Reformation-Sermon. 


habicnamd to it, that he falls into it withour re- 

flection, or ſo "axach as knowing that he had 
lo cranſoreſled. Bur if a Man w bh has unhap- 
pily accuſtomed himſelf to this curled Dialect, 
will be ſo far calm as to hearken to what may** 
be offered to him, ic may be fic ro ſhew him 
that the root of all Religion is a Vencration for 
the Deity, and that nothing weakens this more; 
than a Cuſtom of thinking and ſpeaking (light- 
iy. of God; nothing is more unbecoming the 
dread that ought to poſlels us, and the awe of 
God under which we ought to live, than this 
profane 'practice ; which is ſo contrary to all 
decency and juſt reſpect : Beſides, no Man 
gocs into the habit of common Swearing, bur 
he will be very apt to ſupport Falſchoods with 
repeated Oaths; and the more he ſees he is ſu- 
ſpected, he wi ſtudy to fortify his credit by 
whole peals of them; though ſuch as do nor 
believe a Man upon his Word, are feldom con- 
vinced by the frightfulleſt Oaths he can bring 
forth, which do rather ſerve to increaſe than to 
lay jcalouly. Now if we have any right No- 
tions of God, we mult conclude that an Oath 
being an Appeal to him, a falle Oath is an 
Appeal to him as it were to vouch for our Lies : 

And if no Honeſt Man could with patience 


hear another appeal to him to give credit ro a 
Lie, 
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Lie, What do we think of the God of Truth, 
if we can imagine that falſe Oaths will go nn- 
puniſhed ? 972 
: This matter may be carried yet further, to 
ſhew what diſmal conſequences” ariſe from the 
habit af common Swearing : Nothing tends 
more viſibly-to the perverting the courſe of 
Juſtice, and the dillolving- our whole Govern- 
ment; which turns much upon Swearing, than 
a: vicions* habic that takes away the fear of an 
Oath. He who never 'Swears' but upon great 
and juſt- occaſions, comes to it tull of dread, 
and full of the Imprefſions that- ariſe from'a 
belict of the Artrributes of God : Whereas he 
to whom common practice has made Oaths 
become familiar, - cannot have that ftear' of an 
Oarh thar- is neceſſary to ſtrike the ſenſe of an 
Obligation from it deep into: his'Confcience.”! 
Englan# is-the Nation of the whole' World 
thar- has ſtudied the moſt ro ſecure it felf by 
Oaths. All Employments are centred upon by 
peculiar Oaths; many of thele are- very large. 
and comprehenſive. How great is the extent 
of the Oath of a Grand Jury? Does nor all 
matters of Life and Death, as well as of Pro- 
perty, turn upon the regard that Jurors have to 
their Oath ? fo thar Blood-ſhed, or Property, 
given unjultly by their Verdict,” muſt lie 'heavy 
. or 
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on them ;. and to bind it the heavier, they take; 
che Oarh of..God upon them to give a jult Ver- 
dict. The Evidence given upon Oath, is that - 
which mult direc both Judge and Jury. A Man 
mult have ſtrangely ſubdued his Conlcience that 
dares prevaricate and go againlt ir, when he is 
under che quick ſenſe of an Oath newly raken, 
When Men are once corrupted to ſuch a degree, 
there is an.cud of all Juſtice and Order. How: 
far arc. we got into this? What. loud com» © 
plaints do we hear every where of Sets of Sub- 
orned Witneſles, and of Partial Juries? The 
Obligations to Juſtice and Equity ought to be 
ſtrong of themſelves, nothing can force them 
more than theſe ſacred Bonds of a ſolemn Ap- 
peal ro Cod. But can Men,whoſe common Dia- 
left is made up of Oaths and Imprecations, con+ 
ſider an, Oath ſo much as to be underiany deep 
Impreſſions, of dread and horror from it ? 
Oaths of Magiſtrates, or Men in other Employ+ 
ments, are.very Cqmprechenſive, and too ſoon 
ler go out of their Minds. It-were a good me- 
thod-to, enter ſuch, Oaths as one takes, in a Book 
that comes often in view, that, ſo ic may be fre- 
quently conſidered as a powerful motive toen- 
gage him to the iaithful diſcharge of his Dury. 
It were to be. wiſhed, that the Oaths ; of. Magi 
ſtrates were more explicite ; but Men-of Conſci- 

; 2 ence 
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ence will confider Oaths well before they come 


to take them, that ſo they . may 'make a true 
judgment whether they think they can or will 
keep them, and accordingly they will either 
avoid the occaſions of being cntangled by them, 


'or if they do take them, they will be governed 


exactly by them. 
Upon the whole matter, when all this is laid 
rogether, it will appear that the curſed habit of 
common Swearing, has ſo many .ill rendencies 
and effects, that there being nothing on the 
other hand to recommend ir, but a depraved 
Cuſtom, every one will ſoon ſee, what need 
there is to watch over himſelf, till he wears our 
of that profane and 'impious Stile ; and if he 
is not watchful enough over himſelf, he will ea- 
fily be convinced, how much he is obliged to 
thoſe ro help him to be more careful ; when all 
he ſuffers by it, ' is that ar the expence of a lit- 
cle trouble and ſhame, and a ſmall Forfeit, he is 
raught to keep his Tongue with more caution. 

And now [ have done with all char I intend ro 
fay from my Text: Itremains that I ſay ſome- 
what with relation to the occaſion of our Meet- 
ing together at this time. 

We have enjoyed a long continuance of 
Peace and-Plenty ; even a long and devouring 
War has made no great Impreffion : We have 


been 
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been' fafe and 'quiet at home, when' all the 
World about us was in a flame. Nor has the 
great expence of the War altered ' the face of 
Plenty every where : I am ſprry tq ſay it, our 
Luxury and Vanity, the Symptoms of an'ovet- 
flowing Plenty, have not leflened upog all thar 
Charge ; I wiſh it were not too' viſible, rhat they 
increaſe upon us. We may remember how near 
we were to preat dangers ; it is not fo lon 

ſince we ſaw a Cloud gathered and fer yer 'onx 
heads, that we had reafon to fear was to burſt 
out in Storms and Tempeſts; and' muft have 
thrown us into terrible Convulfions, if not in- 
fo utter Ruin. Etats; | k2, 

- All chis went over with ſo lictle diſturbance 
that we ſcarce felr our Danger, till we were De- 
livered from it; and after a War that gave ſo 
melancholy a proſpe&t, in a conele of man 

Years,. we are now ar Peace with all the Wor 
abroad: Bur, alas! Are we at Peace with Gad 
or among our ſelves ? Does not Impiety and. 
Atheiſm, that walk abroad without ether. fear 
"or thame, ſeem to dare and defy God even to. 
his Face ? This fach a plain Revolt from God, 
and a riling, as it were, up againſt him, that we 
have no reaſon to think that he will not ac-laft 
ariſe and vifir for all theſe things. How ſoon 
can he withdraw his Defence'? And then how 
cahly 
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eaſily may that which we rely on, be-blaſfed 2 
Storms may ſhatter, our Fleets, and if God 
ſhould tor our Sins deliver us fo far to an Enemy 
that they ſhould but once Land upon us, How 
naked and defenceleſs are we.2, How ſoon, mu 
OS IG BAIL 2, 
ſion and Pillage, of deſolation and Ruin would 
quickly open upon, us ? But we need nor ano- 
der nemy, than, our. ſelves; we are going into 
Iuch ſtrong and deeply. rooted Animolities, our 
hatred co,onc another, our jealouly of one ano- 
ther, qur quarrels and factions, do ſo increaſe, 
and are growing to ſuch a height, that if no 
Temper can be found, and if there is no Inter- 
ſition. from. the Goodneſs of God, or, the 
Wider of Men,. to put a ſtop to the, progreſs 
of all theſe Evils, they muſt end farally ar laſt ; 
we may. go onto bire and deyour, one angrher, 
all in-concluſion we are,conlumed one, of 2nq- 
thes. Whar can pur a Rop to all tr Kis-ad things 
that we may, juſtly fear ? A general Reforma- 
tion.is roo great. a Bleſſing to be ſoon. hoped for. 
In chele mayers Men ſeldorie go all of tho lad. 
den from-one extreme to another. 1 God knows 
how near we,are the extreme of an univerſal 


ky 
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Depravation. Ir gives us ſome ſmall beginnings 
of hope, that in and abopt this great City, from 
ON IF DUREOR Ee Ap6e9 Fake 19h Big Whither 
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ro good or:bad ; there has been for ſome years 
paſt a Spirit ſtirring,that looks like a reviving,/as 
if even: our dry bones could live : A Spirit of true 
devotion; ai ſetiouſnelFin-the'{e@vice'6f:God, a 
frequency-at Sacrament; witha Zeat for Relig 
on'and againſt Vice, ſhew theraſelvesupon tna- 
ny eminent occaſions; (as if by a noble Oppoli- 
tion the: more" that!the Mer'of Impitty” thew 
cthemſchves, 'andiente? inco-Chubs and -Tonfede- 
racies ro:advaniee>their\ wicked. deſiptis-the"Spi- 
ric of Zeat ſhould cake fire from thente,” and be 
fortified by the joitit endeavours” of thoſe; who 
while-tnany'fay;: Jfiis Vaitto ſerve Goth and-idhat 
profit is it that we hayt' kepÞ his rlihance'? ochofe bb 
fear the Lord ſpeak often'oneto another. Their iovds 
how ſecret ſoever are heard by God, and all 'is en- 
iced in' a book. of remembrance written for ' them that 
fear the Lord; und that” thitik:of ' bis namep"for the 
ſhall be þis'y\\ and{inthat' day when: h#' makes 'wp Ws 
jewels, - he witl ſpave them as a-man' fpareth Vis 6wn 
fon that ſerveth him. 'Bleffed be: God for this dooy 
of hopy which he- 4s ' thus opening to ns'!; and 
Blefſed be ithey''of ther Lord whothaye' offered 
themfelves ſo willingly! befbreiRitm and beforetall 
the Pcople | Their Name! ſhall be of a-go0d 
Savour in the preſent and in the ſucceeding-Ge- 
nerations, who have begun the fieſt eb! (he: #612 


ward ſo noble a Deſign, to put a ſtop to ſo ma- 
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BY. YjciousPrafitices,} and 3o-#3ilc arttue Spiriy of 
Piety and Virtue ianiong:; us; Fhelt are the ſalt of 
the eavth,- the Pillars of it," and: the light of the world. 
: Go pe you noþle; Chriſtians, thine moreand 


| mote 4s:patteris of |zhoſe; Yirmes:whichyourens 


deavour to-retommiend..tÞ others; Y outr:Ene» 
rities wait for your! halting, -tharby your:Errors 
they may bring up: a ſcangdal-upon Relioidn and 


| Gbdlinch.!.-: T he, poblick Crimeszof lonhd whb 


__ highly, Lbtought withim.oummemory 
«h- an HE xepmation;upon Religion; that) we 
have laboured, underthe u} effects:of, thoſe' pres 


+ - {14 atcenever-fince, . This. weihppe will make you 
">" che angre watchful, and: diligent; leſt; by. yaur 


w# 


Means:the Name of -God:{hpuld: Þ6&: aghuyi Blaſ. 
phemed, | Go on and fee tb the Execution of the* 
Laws,.'buc do it. with a Zeal becoming the Gos 
{pel,. and nor with, a Pharifaical,or\bicter' Zeal. 
Be not diſcouraged, neicheriby.che-low- progreſs 
that .You:-cart make, nor by the\ contradiction 
and flanders that you may meet with. \ \Go on 
and proſper, for great is your Rewatd inHeaven, 
and while-you ſtudy: co) repait the Breathes that 
are-made 'in the; Houſe. df, God, you my; hope 
that God will build up Houſes for you'and your 
Poſtericy, and; will at laſt receive you into Ever- 


lafting Habications.  Tawbom: be. Glory for ever. 
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